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Rank: - Driver  

Number: - 14522046 

Regiment: - Royal Engineers, No.1 Welding Section  

Died: - 25 July 1944  

Cemetery: - Birstall (St. Peter) Churchyard Extension, Grave 503  

 

 Batley News, 29 Jul 1944; 5 Aug 1944 

 

 

Harry was born in 1923 the son of Thomas Edwin and Ivy Wilkinson nee 

Butterfield, who had married on 22 September 1922 at St. Saviour’s Church, 

Brownhill. Doris was born in 1925 and Jean 1928. Harry was educated at 

Brownhill Church of England School and later worked at Broadhead’s Farm, 

Upper Batley. He was also a choirboy and server at St. Mary’s Mission Church, 

Howden Clough.  The family lived at 312, Leeds Road, Birstall.  



Harry was the only survivor of several men on a 

motor lorry which hit a mine in Normandy, was 

brought to England, but later died of his injuries. His 

death was registered in Derby District.     

One of his sisters was in the land Army and the other 

worked as a farm hand for Mr. T. Boocock, Howden 

Clough.   

Harry was buried at St. Peter’s Churchyard on 29 July 

1944.  

He was awarded the 1939-45 Star; 1939-1945 War 

Medal 

Harry is remembered with Honour at Batley and 

Birstall War Memorials.  
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